
 

AFT College Staff Guild, 1521A 

2022 OFFICER SPECIAL ELECTION 

Candidate Statements  
 

Per Staff College Guild, 1521A Election Rules: 
The Staff Guild will distribute to all dues paying unit members at its own expense a 300-word statement 
and photo by all candidates to be submitted in the form specified by the Election Committee and by 5:00 
pm on Friday, February 4, 2022. These statements will be mailed via USPS to all dues-paying unit 
members to their last known home address, emailed to non-work emails on file for dues-paying members 
and posted on the Guild website. These statements will be issued as content (spelling, grammar, fact, 
etc.). No changes will be made from the Guild Office. The Guild Office will format and conclude at 300 
words (the sentence will be completed). Statements can be emailed or put on a flash drive and delivered 
to the AFT Guild Office. 
 
Where a photo is not included with the candidate statement, one was not submitted by the candidate 
per the deadline in the rules.  
 

Candidates for 2nd Vice President  
 
Mario Perez 
My names is Mario Perez. I am a twenty-six (26) years LACCD employee I am currently, a Network 
Engineer in the Network Engineer group providing IT support to Los Angeles Valley College, Los Angeles 
Mission Colleges, Los Angeles Pierce College, and West Los Angeles Colleges.  I have been actively 
involved with the union for the last ten (years). I was District office AFT1521A Chapter chair for six (6) 
straight years.  As a Chapter Chair I listened to our member’s needs and ensured that our members’ 
rights were being respected by the District.  My level of member engagement, empathy, and willingness 
to listen qualifies me to be your 2nd Vice President.  
  
I am excited to be running for the 2nd Vice President position in this 2022 Special Officers Election.  I am 
running for this position because I want to support our members, strengthen our Union and protect the 
benefits WE'VE worked so hard to secure.   
   
I believe that it is important to be involved in your union because that is what makes it strong. I also 
believe that our leaders need to be accountable to the membership.  
  
AFT1521A should be OF, BY, and FOR the MEMBERS, but that has not been the case recently. We need 
to get back to where we were a STRONG UNION.   
  

District-Wide Voting:  

2nd Vice President – Recording Secretary  

 

 



 

We all deserve to trust that our union is doing what is best for our members. I will make sure that we 
restore the trust in the Union. I will fight to stop contracting out, for job security, management respect 
and strong union presence with representation within every campus and District Office for all 1521A 
members.   
  
I will commit myself to create and support programs that will benefit our members. I will be transparent 
and the watchdog you all deserve.  
 

Rowena Smith-Kersaint 

Greetings Aft 1521a Brothers & Sisters, 

I want to take this opportunity to share who I am.  

First and foremost, I AM UNION, through and through! I have been Classified staff since 2011. 

I was elected Chapter Chair at ELAC in 2018 and I have maintained that responsibility consecutively up 

until October 2021 when I was elected interim 2nd VP.  

As Chair at ELAC I truly learned what it meant to advocate for Members and their rights. There were 

systemic challenges that through collaboration and communication were resolved for many members at 

ELAC. 

Currently I have the privilege to represent OUR Guild for contract negotiations. Also, I will sit as a 

representative for Unit 1 Employees before the Personnel Commission.  This will allow me to assist 

Members with all issues that involve the Personnel Commission.  

My tenure as a Chapter Chair and serving as Interim Second Vice-President has given me insights into our 

Local, and how best to advocate for our members.  

As a well-rounded union advocate, my track record shows, I have stood firm and fought fearlessly for 

members from my first day as Chapter Chair and that will never end.  

It is with humility, commitment and gratitude that I ask you to vote for me Rowena Smith-Kersaint for 2nd 

VP and allow me to be your advocate.  

I commit that I will remain open, honest, fierce and steadfast.  I don’t take your vote lightly, no, just the 

opposite I take it to heart.  

Your vote is my WHY, that is where I find the fuel for my fire,  

to suit up and show up in every space and place to defend you,  

to represent you, and fight for you,  

because WE are AFT 1521a Classified Staff Guild and a Victory for One is a Victory for All. 

 
 
 



 

Candidates for Recording Secretary  

Yovanna Campos 

Hello AFT 1521A members, 

My name is Yovanna Campos and I have accepted the nomination for Recording Secretary. 

I have been a member of AFT 1521A for over 11 years. I have served this union in the capacity of a 

delegate, grievance rep, and chapter chair at several campuses. 

I am currently serving as the Interim Recording Secretary for the local and have risen to the task that the 

E-Board voted me to do. 

I now ask for your vote to continue serving as the Recording Secretary for our local. I have been in this 

position since April of 2021 after the previous Recording Secretary stepped down. 

I would like to continue to serve you, the members of this union, in this role as well as represent you in 

the plethora of meetings that we have with District management. 

I have been able to help the other officers of this union to get things organized, to have a tracking 

system, to have accurate and complete minutes for each E-Board meeting, and to be able to speak on 

behalf of members at each meeting that we represent you in. 

Being the Recording Secretary for this local has allowed me to work with members from different 

campuses in different capacities. I have been able to fight for our members in bargaining MOUs, at the 

negotiations table, in meetings with PC and District management, as well as attend campus meetings 

with members. 

Being in this role for almost a year as an interim has allowed me to continue to be vocal about members’ 

issues and to help management understand the concerns that our members face. Let’s continue the 

good work! 

Thank you for reading my statement and I hope to have your vote for Recording Secretary in this 

election. 

In Strength and Unity.  

Keiyanna M. Chisom  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Do you want someone who is efficient, organized, and responsible? 

 



 

 
Do you want someone who has over five years of experience in recording minutes? 
 
Then, Keiyanna Chisom is your vote for recording secretary the AFT College Staff Guild Local 1521A.  
 
When it’s time to WRITE, she will get it RIGHT!  
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